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Our Mission: “To live in Christ, and to grow as a community of Faith, Hope, Love and Joy 

As the snow departs and the daffodils and crocuses push 

their way to see the sun we thought an update from St 

Johns would be in order. 

There has been a change of resident to be found in the 

Vestry/Office on Berkshire Street.  An office space which 

has become vacant gave an opportunity for Rev Ian and 

myself to consider its use for ministry at St Johns, Arrow-

town.   As my internship has progressed towards quarter 

way there has been an intentional development of using 

my time to preach and care in Arrowtown.  The natural 

next step was to shift office space to the St John’s Vestry.   

So my view is no longer the snow-capped Remarkables 

but rather the church bell and a surprising number of 

tourists lying on the grass and the park benches taking 

photos of the  old church. 

 

The sounds I hear are no longer large planes taking off, 

but rather the activity that is made when mainly music is 

on with mums and children. 

Leonard Cohen wrote in a song ‘God is Alive, magic is 

afoot’ – I don’t hold to the magic but there is a feel that 

there is a move afoot in Arrowtown at St Johns.  The re-

ality is that the congregation is getting older. And getting 

older often means moving closer to health services in 

Invercargill.  Yet Arrowtown itself is growing.    

Moving my office space to St Johns and being part of a 

regular preaching pattern gives us time to respond to the 

knowledge we have, that God is Alive.  How will we re-

spond to dwindling numbers at worship yet growing 

numbers in the village?   How can we be good stewards 

of these beautiful buildings by perceiving our new mis-

sion here in Arrowtown?  There may very well be more 

questions over the next few months – time will tell. 

So if you are looking for the Wakatipu Community Pres-

byterian Church INTERN come over to St Johns in Arrow-

town.   We will be intent in our preparations as God re-

veals what is next in this patch of the Wakatipu basin.  

You are most welcome to join us. 

Erin Pendreigh 
Intern Minister 

   SPRING IN ARROWTOWN 

 

I have always enjoyed stories. As a youngster I would spend hours reading quietly, often par-
tially hidden to avoid distraction or listen to a serial on the radio, yes I remember the time 
before television. 

Most of all I enjoy true stories, the adventures of travellers in far 
off lands, tales of Egypt from my Grandfather’s wartime memo-
ries, the exploits of pioneers. As I’ve become older I’m equally 
drawn to stories of faith displayed in trying circumstances, and 
the accounts of seemingly ordinary people who do simple things 
with excellence, and of our God whose story is most excellent. 

Stories fire my imagination, reinforce my hope, and help me see my place in God’s world. 

Tell Me a Story 

 
Tell me the old old story 
Of unseen things above 
 
Of Jesus and his glory,  
Of Jesus and his love. 

 



Recently at church as we held our annual meeting it was so good to hear stories of ordinary 
people doing extraordinary things. 

Stories of people at Pasta Café who leave with a full belly, a smile on their face, and their 
hearts warmed by God’s love. Or travellers from afar who have heard of what we’re doing 
and visit to see for themselves. 

Stories of children at Remarkables School whose reading levels have soared and whose par-
ents are so thankful to the ladies who give of their time in love to listen and encourage. 

We are encouraged to hear of St Margarets in Frankton welcoming children and teenagers 
along on Sunday and the small group who gather for ‘Footsteps’ every Sunday morning – ‘a 
children’s program at St Margarets.’ people ask, ‘how can that be?’ 

Or of a mum who first connected with us through mainly music a long time ago; and slowly 
has drawn closer to the church and Christ, and whose life is changing because of it. 

As I reflect on this our challenge as a church is to keep the story fresh. Even 
the best story becomes dull with repetition. Today I believe we are being chal-
lenged to look to God and listen and respond to the next part of the story.  

I wonder what stories we will share at the next annual meeting.  

My prayer is that amongst them will be new stories that will encourage us; 
fresh stories that will fire our imagination; stories that will bring us before 
God and one another with thanksgiving. 

Tell me the fresh new story of ministry today of Jesus and his glory, of Jesus 
and his love 

Rev. Ian 

I love 

hearing 

Stories  like 

these! 

Don’t you? 

 

LIGHT PARTY 

Our team is in the beginning stages of organising anoth-
er Light Party for Thursday Octo-
ber 31.  For those who don’t 
know a Light Party is a positive 
alternative to Halloween, and this 
will be our third party.  It is a fam-
ily orientated event that provides 
fun in a safe environment.  Every-
one can come dressed up in a 

nice, fun costume – no ghosts goblins or the like.  We 
have asked those who come to bring something to put 
on the BBQ and a gold coin donation per family.  (We 
ask the church folk to bring the salads.) There is also a 
colouring competition with some prizes with only those 
entries received on the night judged for prizes.   

If you would like some more information, here is a real-
ly good website to have a look at:- 

http://www.lightparty.org/ 

We usually spend the later part of the afternoon setting 
up the games etc before everyone arrives.  

 

We start with a family BBQ at 5ish and have a bouncy 
castle for the little ones.  This is followed by some fun 
and games. While the children play the games, the col-
ouring competition entries are judged and the cos-
tumes are judged too.  Once every one has played the 
games, we hand out a few prizes.  Then all those with 
tokens or marbles earned from the games are able to 
redeem them for “goodies” – last year we tried a varie-
ty of lollies and toys which the children could select.  
However we have learned that while this was a really 
good idea, it needs to be streamlined somewhat be-
cause it took far too long for the “goodies” to be select-
ed! 

We are on the lookout for some willing helpers on the 
night - from cooking on the BBQ, kitchen duties, or to 
supervise one of the games which the team will already 
have organised. So if you would like to help please con-
tact Neil or Jenny.  Come along and join the fun – this is 
a community event open to all. 

Neil & Jenny Logan. 

 

 SO LONG AS LITTLE CHILDREN 

ARE ALLOWED TO SUFFER, 

THERE IS NO TRUE LOVE IN THIS WORLD  

Isadora Duncan 

http://www.lightparty.org/


 

 

SATURDAY 2nd NOVEMBER  A COMMUNITY EVENT 

Everyone’s help is needed so do speak to  
Lindsay Key, ph. 442 1135 for further information. 

 

 
 

 
 
Right now we 
are needing or-
anges, lemons 
and grapefruit 
for marmalade. 
Frozen fruit for 
jams. Packs of 
grated cheese 
for cheese 
rolls. All of this 
can be left in 
the kitchen at 
St Margarets 
from now on-
wards. 

We also need 
help to sort 
and pack our 
containers. 
This happens 
every Satur-
day until Fair 
Day from 9am 
to noon, at 
the St Mar-
garet’s car 
park. It is 
good fun and 
good fellow-
ship. 

Contact Details: 

Minister 
Ian Guy 
441 4900 / 021 715 880 
 
Parish Clerk 
Bronwyn Hartley 
027 414 7487 
 
Intern Minister 
Erin Pendreigh 
027 4891 032 
 
Office 
Claire Kluyts 
441 4250 Fax: 441 4260 
 
Office Hours 
Tuesday—Friday, 9am—2pm 
 
Office Postal Address 
PO Box 2115 
Email: <wpchurch@xtra.co.nz> 
 

Web Site Address 
www.wakatipuchurch.com 

Gwyneth Key is going global, having been accepted as a team member on a Going Global Youth Mission Trip 

to Myanmar in association with the Rice Bowl Mission. This is an exciting opportunity to visit Myanmar, sharing in a 
cross-cultural experience with young people from the Presbyterian Church of Myanmar. Participants are aged be-
tween 18-30 and drawn from Presbyterian and Union congregations around the country. 
 

Gwyneth now continues ……….. 
Myanmar is a country with an extensive political and religious history. Sandwiched in 
South East between India and China, Myanmar has a strong Buddhist sector. Having been 
under military regime for the approximate fifty years, the country has only opened up to 
the western world in the past year or so. 

In December from the 6th until the 19th, myself and seven other young adults between the age of 18 and 23 will 
be heading to Myanmar (or Burma). As part of Going Global Missions, the aim is to continue to build on a partner-
ship with the church in Tahan. St Johns Presbyterian of Wellington City has had connections with the Presbyterian 
Church of Myanmar since 1969.  
The trip has an incredibly relational approach. We will be hanging out with students from the theological col-
lege learning about their culture and history whilst sharing our own. While over in Myanmar we will also have the 
opportunity to help with a Christmas Festival designed as an outreach to the locals. Being a nurse, I am also hoping 
to visit the medical clinic nearby.  
Jesus asked us to love others. We can do this in our backyard but often when we are pushed out of our comfort 
zone and own culture this can take on another whole meaning. During my 2weeks in Myanmar, I am looking for-
ward to being challenged by God. I am excited to meet new 
people and discover what they can teach me about life and 
God.  
 
Read more about the Rice Bowl Mission and give on their 
website. http://www.ricebowlmission.org.nz/ 

http://www.ricebowlmission.org.nz/


   An update of a few of the missionaries known to us… 

João & Tania, Joran & Nicky Petreceli 
João is a missionary pastor of the Presbyterian Church of Brazil currently serving here as pastor 
of the Wakatipu Global Community a congregation of our parish. Yes missionaries do come here!  
João returns this week after a month in Nepal where he has been teaching and encouraging both 
local and neighbouring church leaders. 

~~~~ 

Kenneth & Kim, Jenna & Shani Fleck 

www.hopeforaids.org 

The Flecks are sent out from East Taieri Presbyterian Church. They have completed their first 

term in Thailand where they learnt the Thai language and started their ministry Radical Grace: 

Relational Approaches to HIV with a team of Thai nationals. They believe that the HIV is a 

symptom of broken relationships and they dream of seeing the love of God in action though 

out Thailand bringing restoration to people and communities.  

Decision to step out. 

Kenneth writes “Our Radical Grace team are being welcomed into many opportunities. In fact there are more op-
portunities than we can do. But this has also challenged us to increase the hours of two of our staff (Ann and 
Dang) to meet the needs. For us all this is a step of faith, a decision to take a risk, acknowledging the need for 
more time to develop our team so that we can respond. We are excited about what this will mean that we can 
achieve but challenged by what it means financially. A decision not made lightly. Since writing this, money for 2 
months salary for the staff has arrived in cash. We are encouraged that our decision to step out in faith was a 
good one”. 

~~~~ 
 

   

Petreceli’s in Queenstown 

Flecks in Thailand 

Regular Service times are:- 
 
(St John’s—Arrowtown 
(St Margaret's—Frankton 
(Manna Café—Queenstown 
 All at 9am 

 

St Andrew’s—Queenstown—10.45am 
Queenstown Korean Church—12.30pm 
Global Worship Service—7pm 
 

St Andrews, St Johns & St Margarets join for a 
combined service—last Sunday each month. 

 

These times change from time to time so 
check via one of the following: 

 Sign up for Ian’s weekly email update. 

 Contact an elder from your church. 

 See the Mountain Scene notice. 

 Check the web. 

 Watch for notices at Church door/notice 
board. 

 Ring the church Office. 

Global Mission “… you will be my witnesses, telling people about me every-

where--in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth”. Acts 1:8b 

 

Thank you to the contributors to 
this issue of Our Parish People. 
Your stories, comments and anec-
dotes are all welcome. 
Please send your contribu-
tion to one of the report-
ers—see below.  

Reporters 

Leslie Jeffery — St John’s 

<jeffery@paradise.net.nz> 

 

Jan Thomas — St Andrew’s 

<janthomas6@gmail.com> 

 

Shirley Watson — St Margaret’s 

<shirleyw@countrynet.co.nz> 

Ideas are funny things; they do not work unless you do. 

http://www.hopeforaids.org/

